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: - e . HAPPY NEW YEAR
! ; : Al We wish all of our members and readers a Healthy and
| : e o @ Happy 2011. The Pendragon Newsletter has a New Look
and additions for 2011 will include: articles of interest
about railroading, with memories of the past, reports on
special events, upcoming UVRS&M ventures as well as a
chance to get to know our active members as one will be
featured in each issue in the column, “From the Hearts of
Our Members” that will include excerpts from their life
experiences. There will also be reports from other local
and National Railway Museums and Historical Society
Groups. Join now the UVRS&M to continue receiving the

Pendragon Newsletter.
Board of Directors
President .
Ralph Scopo Schedule of Meetings
Vice President All regular meetings begin at 7P M o \”"'\"“
Bonnie Jean Bauer  October through May and are held at the | '’ %71 1° SIFEARERSS
New Berlin Library, South Main Street, o EVENTS
Treasurer New Berlin NY. January 3 Installation of Officers
held at the UV Railroad Museum, 3 “The Loomis Gang”
u;'::*"’ Railroad Street, New Berlin, NY. March 7% Canceled due to
Hotaling All are welcome to attend these meetings M €NOrmous snow.
- " which include a program, discussion about | April 4 Alan Fairbrother
o railroading and refreshments. “More Loomis Gang”
George Wolfangle : - . nd i
Speakers often provide informative |May 2 Mark Simonson,
Members at Large  Programs coupled with the opportunity to & Oneonta
purchase one of their railroad books. June 6 John Taibi
Emie Clemens Coming up in May, Mark Simonson, . .
William Fliedner Historian, Book Writer, Freelance July 16 Christmas in July.
Alan Fairbrother  Researcher and writer for a column twice g‘:: Authocs °°Fs'.t°
Peter orio weekly in The Oneonta Star will presenta | AUEUSt2-7  Owsego County Fair
Sam Senn “mock newscast” featuring historical data September 3 Annual Picnic
Histori including old advertisements.
Barb Avery In June John Taibi about his books and
more about the Lyon Brook Bridge Exhibit.
Executive Director S¢€ Page 2.
Pat Gifford
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DEDICATION OF LYON BROOK
BRIDGE EXHIBIT
BY John Taibi

On December 5", 2010, the Chenango
County Historical Society, 25 Rexford
Street, Norwich, NY, dedicated its new
outdoor exhibit designed to perpetuate
the memory of the New York, Ontario &
Western Railway’s Lyon Brook Bridge.
" Funded though a grant from the
Norwich Lions Club, Director Alan Estus,

& Western Railway (1894).

On Dedication Day, at 2 pm, a crowd
of nearly 60 persons gathered in a wintry
setting 1o listen to speakers and to

When it was first built, we visited it to
watch in amazement as the structure
took shape over a gorge then thought to
be unbridgeable. Then, when it was
completed in 1869, we were in
attendance to witness the first train to
cross from hill to hill, or maybe even
witness disaster if the bridge faled! But,
it held fast and did so for another 25
years until it was replaced by a new
bridge.”

‘When the new Lyon Brook Bridge
was under construction, we again visited
the site to walch, again in amazement,
as the new steel structure took shape
surrounding the old iron trestle, while at
the same time not delaying the passage
of a single train! That's quite a feat on a
stretch of single track rairoad. But, the
O&W's assistant engineer, Curtis E.

i
:
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:
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“Although the Lyon Brook Bridge was
built to support the weight of a legion of
passing trains, it was also a very
humanly (designed) structure. It allowed




Notes from Members * Alan Fairbrother told those gathered during his

Sam_Senn llowing presentation at a meeting last summer about
the 'Gumesssegta#" m he M"&ﬁm&m the opening day of the Liverpool & Manchester
e The first locomotive | consisted of a Railway on Sept. 15, 1830. that William
Huskisson, member of Parliament for several
ﬂreofpinelmotsonqﬂatcarpushed in front of phoscr 5 including e e he

" the locomotive ‘on the South Carolina Railroad kel lomsver oy Uve'mmns

in 1831. Dunngthe 1840's and 1850's candles

and whale oil were bumed in reflector lamps. He was taken 1o the |Ogytheenglne
ol . i Stephenson who, onthepumay established a

1859. Electric headlamps first appeared in
1881. The ‘figure 8' oscillating -headlight! was :’“’dmmd&k‘w'w%m:bssz
introduced in 1936, and the sealed-beam inewrOu irst passenger-train accident in

\ s USA occurred on: Nov. 9,.1833 in New Jersey.
 +headight in 1946. One. wﬂage overtumed and 12 'of the 24
o&mmm&mmmw slymjured
“locomotives in 1 following a plague of shamd summe
grasshoppers in Pennsylvania. On August 1% it - %m mduﬂ%warn? gtu:vlts af the
was decided o use them on the Tuscumbia, ‘m*camsmmmvamswhenhe
" Courtland & Decatur Railroad. The sand was . M

sprinkled on to the rails and it prevented the ' young and lived down ‘state. 'When asked what

is the difference in‘a Bum or Hobo he remarked
B e o S 10'° %A Hobo~ hops the 'box cars ol reach their
'~ destination and a Bum jumps on to ride where

s Taate |gulnlom 16307 ort e, eRest ever it takes them with no destination in mind.”

bo U railways' ‘were'“regulated on a time-interval
7 pasis. In conjunction’ with this, ‘kite’ or ‘ball

"signals were used to indicate when a train a7 Motk ™
should leave a station. The kite consisted of a mmg:g:,wnw“:m 2018
canvas screen mounted on rings. When spread Museum will HOP ABOARD
out lt indicated 'danger’ when furled pfm the Coopemown & Chaﬂoﬁg s -
The ‘bal’ signal showed . ‘line clear when Valléy Railroad af the Milford, . . .~ 1.,
. hoisted to the top of a post. Hence the North statlon.SatAprlI1B145pm_,_
American railroad term ‘highball' for a clear line. The riding fun Includes Easter
,‘FOf the opening of the Great Western Railway Egg Roll & Hunt with Prizes, Free
" ‘to-Reading, on March 30 1840, Daniel Gooch Goodies & Refreshments, Two
(18J06‘;89) the W superintendent :::;sy c: fun wi;h the Easter o
iss an instruction the ball at the S
‘Seﬁmhmm»mmwmpaymem
entrance to Reading station was not visible then are required by April 3rd for the group rate. You
the train must not pass it. - can call Pat Gifford at 847-8484 for further
information
* Strange fuels have been used for steam The Price is Adults, S17 somor;ng; Chudren (3-
locomotives to keep railways running in 12), $14; under 3 free. anuoY
difficult times. On a 600mm (I ft x11&1/2 in) _———

gauge branch of a railway in Chile, llama dung Rensd <uD Ao Araa¥ 8T mor™t

and dried moss were burned on two 0-4-0 tanks Special thanky to both old and new

‘built by Orenstein & Koppel of Berlin. In South contributory. Inparticulor thanky go-to-
America, during a crop, surplus, coffee beans NBT Bank and New Yorb?u'g@erifu
~were used as fuel. In 1919 during .a, coal Remember to' patronige those businesses that
shqrtagednedﬁshwasusedaslocomoﬁvefuel efforty _

in Russian Turkistan. . For. this . purpose the o ieaq R ot KRV EM:
Soviet Government requusinonod 8000 tons
from Aral Sea fishermen.
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There are curvently twenty-five copiey of thiy
book; “The Baby Radroad”, by Reverend
Ernest Clemeny avadable for $5 each (plus
postage if mailing iy required). Here iy an
excerpt from that book:

The Baby Railroad

Reports from other Stations
UTICA & MOHAWK VALLEY CHAPTER
of the NRHS INC.
Meetings held on Fridays at 7 pm. At the Zion Lutheran
Church Hall on French & Burrstone Roads in New Hartford
NY. April 8" meeting will be Wayne's promotion for the
upcomingmkhm.mAmakuip.

Other Books available at the Museum are:
. 'DaysAlongmeBud(whutandDandollon'By
Fred Pugh

From The Hearts of Our Members

Memories of the Rails
By Member Peter Iorio

mwadsRAllROADlndHMINShaveutpecwmnim
tome.lcannsociatethesetwomﬂswithmyGnndftmer,
Pietro, and my Father, John, known as Giovanni.

MyGnndfamer.Pietmloﬁo.mbmouAprilZO. 1888 in
Naples, Italy. Hewubomunnonlychildandhisparemx
died young. As a young man he left his homeland and
immizmedtotheUnitedSmofAma-icawimhiscousin,
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Giovanni lorio.

'l‘lnyuﬁveduﬁllhkh:dmdnﬁdedin]unyﬁty.b‘ew
Jersey in 1909. He migrated to an Italian neighborhood where
he was introduced to Rose Donatelli. Rose Donatelli was born
on December 1, 1890 in Abruzzi, Italy and was one of 16
children. She migrated to the United States to Jersey City,
New Jersey with her brothers and sisters.

Pieuomdl!memmiedonOmberG.lNl.They
started the first American Generation with their family of five
clﬁl&m.l‘heﬁmbanmmyhtha,ﬁiovunﬁ.hanon]uly
13" 1913 and later known as John.

My Grandparents moved to the Fordham area of the Bronx
in New York to raise their family. Pietro and his cousin both
worked for the New York Transit Authority. Pietro’s Badge
number was 2. He had help build the tracks for the I R T and
the 3" Ave. El Lines, and later expanded the tracks to other
W.mmmmmmmwmm

Asmyymdfadmwuhyingmchﬁxthedtymd
expanding city transit on a larger scale, his oldest son, John,
was fascinated and began building his own HO and Lionel
scale model trains. He was a member of the H O and Lionel
clubs of Long Island, New York.

Johnwwldhﬁldthemmﬁommlemdelsnddeﬁphh
own layouts on wooden platforms. He would imitate and
create his own city, towns, villages, and mountains. The
details of his work would not go unnoticed. Once he switched
ond:emfotmuhismkwouldcomwlife;youbecam
part of his world and were fascinated by it. His imagination
beumjwumluusﬁmu'sdidhmlﬂfcfalomy
people. My grandfather was a dedicated worker, and took
pride in his work for the City Transit Services until his
retirement at the age of 72.

Whenlmymmndmdethecitymbwnys,lm
reminded that he'd built the tracks. Hearing the clicky clack
ofﬂleminwheelsmtbenihnudcmmﬂofhhhnd
work. It paid off for millions of people to be able to commute
to their destinations through the five boroughs of New York
City.

He retired at his country house in Lake Carmel, New York
and enjoyed growing vegetables in his garden. He died on
April 10, 1977 at the age of 89. His wife Rose died on March
20", 1991 at the age of 101. They lived their American dream
and considered the United States their home. Neither one ever
went back to Italy.

lmmmumyymdhthuwumoﬁhebuﬂdingof
this industry in the inner city of New York City. Today when
Ileemdhaarnm«aeonauuo‘d.otnop-am
passes by my memories of my grandfather and father live on. I
have a 25 cent subway token from that time period, as well as
a very special box containing one of my father's HO scale
trains that still runs today. I am saving these family treasures
for future generations to help them remember our wonderful
heritage. The Unadilla Valley Railway Society and Museum
dutltahnlctivepminlhobepsnilmadlngmdfmﬁly
history alive in my heart.

[Editor’s note: Peter is an enthusiastic trustee in
charge of public relations and fund raising. We are glad to
have you “on board”.]



UV Railway — A Brief Background

Photo and graphics by Vince Bauer
Railroad transportation had improved market access,
especially to New York City and the rest of the United
States but was only slowly emerging in the 1860’s. The
Unadilla Valley Railway opened for service in 1895, and
the New Berlin Branch of the New York Ontario &
Western Railroad was purchased in 1941 by the Unadilla
Valley Railway. It operated continually until 1960 when
it was eventually dismantled. It is part of the richness of
local history and recognized as an entity that needs to be
preserved.
What began as the dream of five local men, George
Wolfangle, William Fliedner, Carl Carpenter, Michael
Schowe and Floyd Reeser, sixteen years ago became a
reality when the Constitution and by-laws of the
Unadilla Valley Railway Society & Museum were filed
in 1995. Since that time the group has grown to as many
as 140 members who worked to preserve the Unadilla
Valley's Railway heritage. The UVRS&M is located in
“The Depot” on Railroad Street in New Berlin where
artifacts of the area’s proud and irreplaceable railroad
heritage are displayed through photographs, archives,
documents, maps and the restoration of the depot
structure and railcars. The museum also contains images
of bygone theology and interprets the economical and
social impact the railroads had on the growth and
evolution of this area in agriculture, industry and
commerce.

The Unadilla Valley Museum is open on Saturday
afternoons from Ip.m. to 5 p.m. when the weather is
warm. The Museum contains exhibits that provide
visitors with a visual record of the evolution of railroad
technology. These exhibits also highlight the unique and
distinctive features of our area’s railroad history. The
society and museum promotes research into the history
of railroading and preserves the archival records of the
Unadilla Valley Railroad history. The interests of the
society include all aspects of the railroads that affected
our area’s growth and development and play a vital role
in pmma&n of same.

Envisioning a broad and significant role for volunteers
in preserving, restoring and interpreting the collection
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for visitors, contributions of the society began with the
design of the museum and continue with the restoration,
operation, and maintenance of the museum’s historic
equipment and collections. Volunteers are involved in
fund-raising efforts through grant writing, the sale of
shirts, caps, key chains and pertinent books, in addition
to historic research and artifact preservation and
interpretation. They also create award winning floats for
the Youth Day’s Parade each summer. Over the
years, the successes of the Unadilla Valley Railway
Society & Museum have been achieved through the
enthusiasm, commitment and support of its many
members. Whether you are a railroad historian or
railroad employee, or just interested in the romance
of  railroad history, the UVR Society can bring you in
touch with the past glory of railroading.

Modest membership fees entitle members to
participate in monthly meetings, work on museum
projects such as the restoration of a half car, and enjoy
recreational activities with model train environments
similar to the real thing of years gone by. Members
receive “The Pendragon”, a periodic newsletter named
for the locomotive that pulled the train through the
valleys of the western foothills of the Catskills when
New York State was among the five states that provided
50% of the nation’s dairy products and when hops were
the most successful of all cash crops for central New
York.

The Unadilla Valley Railway Society & Museum is a
501 (c) (3), non-profit, tax exempt organization. General
membership meetings are held at 7 p.m. the first
Monday of every month: June-Sept. at the Depot, Oct.-
May at the New Berlin Library. (However, a change in
the Constitution and Bi-Laws may eliminate winter
meetings going forward and consolidate the April — Sept
Meetings) You can be a part of this and other decisions
by bringing your vote to the meetings. The Board of
Trustees meets every 3™ Monday from 2 at p.m.

Award winning Float, “The
Train that Could”

built by Alan Fairbrother who
is peaking out at us.

At the Otsego County Fair
August 2010



Unadilla Valley Railway Museum and Society
Membership Form

Name Join the many that have
enjoyed the benefits of
City, State, Zip projects and events.
Phone Receive this newsletter and
an annual membership
card for you and/or your
Email family
Annual Membership Dues
Single Membership $15.00
Family Member $25.00
Life Membership $225.00
Life Family Membership $250.00
Organization/Business Membership $100.00
Donation $

Join or renew now for membership through December 2011
and receive an official Membership Card and each issue of the Pendragon throughout the year.

The Unadilla Valley Railway Museum is a 501 (c){3) tax exempt organization chartered by the NYS board of Regents and is tax free.
Send Dues and Donations To: Glady Slentz, Treasurer, PO Box 751, New Berlin, NY 13411,
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